
Transcript Photos Matter 

Todd: Okay, here's another thing. It's a little bit impolite. What about looking at other people's monitor 

over their shoulder? 'Cause you just mentioned the BTS. One thing I have to admit is, because I don't 

have my phone out and I am looking around, I have a tendency to see, wanna check and see what's on 

everybody's phone. And it's total intrusion. It's creepy in a way, but it's also because in Asia I'm a little 

bit taller than the average person, so I'm looking down and I can see everybody's monitor. And yeah, do 

you ever find yourself doing that too? 

 

Angela: I do, yeah. But like you, I think it's impolite. 

 

Todd: Right. So you gotta pull away, I know I shouldn't do it. 

 

Angela: But you know the worst thing with phones these days, the worst thing from my point of view is 

the amount of pictures that people take of themselves everywhere, on the BTS, on the subway, eating. 

I've been to S21 in Cambodia where those poor people were slaughtered basically, and there are people 

in front of pictures of these people who were killed, and they are just literally taking selfies of 

themselves, you know, this world isn't about you. It's sometimes, just stop and look and listen. 

 

Todd: Yeah, the selfie thing, I did a little bit. Sometimes I would do it almost like it's sending a postcard. 

 

Angela: Yeah 

 

Todd: You know what I mean? "Oh, look, I'm here." But I have to admit, yeah, I don't really like doing it, 

yeah. 

 

Angela: I'm gonna take the shot again, the shot again. I use selfies in a group, because I think they're fun. 

It's actually quite fun to see one person in the front and the rest in the back. 

 

Todd: Yes. 

 

Angela: And it usually means that I can get further back in the photograph, so that's always a good thing. 

 

Todd: Oh, yeah, that's true. So but, that's good that you admit you do some selfies. 



 

Angela: Yeah, yeah, yeah, with groups. And if I'm taking a group in the class, I'll get one of them to take 

the photograph 

 

Todd: Yeah. What about the ... mild pet peeve of mine, not a pet peeve, but people taking photos of 

their food. I don't know why it's a thing. 

 

Angela: Why? Eat it. 

 

Todd: Yeah, exactly, enjoy it. Enjoy the memory. It's interesting that you said that about Cambodia. A 

woman, a group of women once said something that was really like just a spear in the heart, really made 

me think. I was in Cambodia, this was years ago, and I was at Angkor, at Baton, Bayon, or I can't say it 

right, but where they have the beautiful face sculptures, and I'm like, "Oh, I gotta get a photo." And so 

there was a woman just sitting there, relaxed, she was maybe French or something, she was European, 

and she was like, "Oh, you want me to take your photo?" And I go, "Yeah, yeah, yeah." So then she takes 

it, she takes my photo, this was before cell phone cameras. 

 

Angela: And then I'm like, okay, I have to reciprocate. I go, "Oh, would you like me to take a photo of 

you?" She's like, "No." I'm like, "You don't have a camera?" And she goes, "No," and she just points at 

her head and she taps her head like this, and she goes, "It's all up here." And I was like, "Wow." She was 

really- 

 

Todd: amazing, yeah. 

 

Angela: ... kind of like, politely saying, "Just, I'm never gonna ..." I've never forgotten how all those things 

look, I've never forgotten her sitting on the rock when she said that. So wise advice I think. 

 

Angela: Yeah, I think so. 

 

Todd: Now, actually you are in photography. Do you think that actually taking so many ... I'm sorry, you 

have a photography business. 

 

Angela: Yes. 



 

Todd: Do you think that actually taking so many photographs lessens the value of the art of photography 

and really appreciating a good picture? 

 

Angela: Yes, I think it does. And I think that a lot of the apps and the things that you can use these days 

to improve photographs take away the real skill of the photographer, using the light, using the lines, 

using what's in the photograph to make a really good shot. I think people miss that these days. 

 

Todd: Yeah. That is true. Anyway, so today, no using your phone. 

 

Angela: No, I did hear it go, "Bing, bing." 


